CHAPTER   II

Farther India and the Malay
Archipelago

JAVANESE ART: INDIAN INFLUENCE
AND THE MALAY REVIVAL
THERE IS AN OBSTINATE PREJUDICE THANKS TO WHICH INDIA IS
constantly represented as having lived, as it were, hermetically
sealed up in its age-old civilization, apart from the rest of
Asia. Nothing could be more exaggerated. We have seen how Iranian
and Greek influences exerted an influence over Indian art for many
centuries. Though the cultural originality of India ultimately ab-
sorbed the Greek influences, in our opinion these Indo-Iranian af-
finities never ceased to make themselves felt, from the days of the
earliest Aryas down through the Sasano-Gupta period to the time
of Akbar. But it is above all in connexion with the expansion of India
that the idea of her isolation has to be combated. In the next volume of
this work we shall see that, during the first eight centuries of our era,
so far as religion and art are concerned, central Asia was a sort of
Indian colony. It is true that the political supremacy over central
Asia continued to be Tokharian, Chinese, Turkish, or Tibetan. On the
other hand, India left her impress upon the Malay Peninsula and
Archipelago and Indo-China in politics too.
It is too often forgotten that in the early Middle Ages there
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